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hill-towns on the merry, thoughtless life of' the soul of the empire,'  as   Salvianus   calls   Roman Africa.   The land fell in a series of broad plateaus, with steep ridges, down to the shore of the Mediterranean.     Large and beautiful towns, frequendy models of Rome in African marble, met the eye at intervals, connected by the famous, imperishable Roman roads.    The country was divided into immense estates, which were chiefly in the hands of the  emperor   or of senatorial families.    Day after day the slaves and the native Libyans, reduced to the condition of labourers, or tenant-farmers, or small proprietors, toiled under the fierce African sun in the endless corn-fields, to feed the proud idlers of distant Rome—
' Qui saturant urbem circo scenseque vacantem,'
as Juvenal reminded his fellow-citizens one day. Here and there the villa of some provincial senator could be seen, unimpressive without, but equipped with extreme luxury within ; and hundreds of villages were scattered over what is now the wilderness of Algeria and Tunis.1
Thagaste was a small and unimportant muni-cipium  of Nuniidia (the eastern half of modern
1 See  G. Boissier^s Roman Africa, and Davis's Ruined Cities of Numidia,